


PSALM 67
God be merciful unto us, and bless us;

and cause his face to shine upon us; Selah.
That thy way may be known upon earth,

thy saving health among all nations.
Let the people praise thee, O God;

let all the people praise thee.
O let the nations be glad and sing for joy: for thou shalt 

judge the people righteously,
and govern the nations upon earth. Selah.

Let the people praise thee, O God;
let all the people praise thee.

Then shall the earth yield her increase; and God,
even our own God, shall bless us.

God shall bless us; and
all the ends of the earth shall fear him.



ITINERARY    
Sunday November 3

8:30 AM Q & A at displays

9:00 – 10:15 AM Morning Worship Service
• Parade of Nations
• Missionaries will be introduced
• Faith Promise Offering
• Speaker:   Rick Schuessler

Missionaries will give testimonies in Worship Kidstyle
(2nd Floor Kids Assembly Room)

10:30 AM SUNDAY SCHOOL/COMMUNITY GROUP BREAKOUTS

SPEAKER:  Rick Schuessler
LOCATION: Victory Room
CLASSES: Victory Class

SPEAKER: Troy and Chloe Warren
LOCATION: Youth Room
CLASSES: 318life Youth

Singles

SPEAKER: Chad and Jennifer Braymer
LOCATION: WOW Classroom
CLASSES: WOW Class

Unity Class

SPEAKER: Kevin and Emelie Falde
LOCATION: Purple Room
CLASSES: Firm Foundation Class

Home Builders Class
Married Life Class



ITINERARY, CON’T.    
Sunday, con’t.

4:45 PM Q & A at displays

5:00 – 6:30 PM “A TASTE OF THE WORLD” INTERNATIONAL DINNER
LOCATION:   Main Gym

(International Dress)

5:00 – 5:40 PM. Dinner
5:40 – 6:30 PM Service

Parade of Nations
Missionaries’ Presentations
Awana Presentation

Monday November 4 R & R

Tuesday November 5

8:00 -10:15 AM FCCS Bible Classes – speaking opportunities

10:30 AM FCCS Chapel
Round Table Q & A

Tuesday November 5

6:30 – 8:00 PM Table Talk (Q&A)
MEN’S LOCATION:   Victory Room
LADIES LOCATION:   Purple Room

Wednesday November 6

9:00 AM – 1:00 PM “Hang Out” with Pastor and Staff

6:15 PM Q & A at Displays

6:30 – 8:00 PM BIRTHDAY BASH

Gifting Service
“Wrap it Up” with Pastor Riley



From Chad and Jennifer…  “We both grew up in a 
pastor’s home and both felt a leading to missions at 
an early age.  After attending Baptist Bible College, 
we took a Missions Intern position at Stillwell Bible 
Baptist Church in Clarksville, Arkansas.  Our goal 
was to complete an internship and move to the 
mission field in three years, but God had a different 
time line for us.  While on staff, we led the student 
ministry and directed several mission trips in our 14 
years of ministry at Stillwell as we waited on God’s 
timing.  We have just completed a 2-year term in 
Costa Rica as TEAM missionaries, where we worked 
alongside veteran missionaries to learn the language 
and culture.  During this time, we’ve been privileged 
to minister in a variety of ways including preaching, 
teaching various groups and classes, leading a 
discipleship group, and more.”

“Our desire is to return at the end of 2019 and use 
this healthy national-led church as a base and begin 
other churches in the province, working with the 
relationships and reputation of the healthy “mother 
church.” Please be praying with us that God would 
prepare our new location, and that we can raise the 
support needed to return.”



Troy’s Call to Missions 
My call to missions has been a progressive one. It wasn’t until 
later in college that God began to move my heart towards 
missions. I was able to take a trip to South America during my 
senior year at Trinity Baptist College. At the time, I had been on 
staff at a Church for about six years and was quite comfortable. 
God showed me later that we aren’t called to be 
comfortable. We’re called to obey.   Since then, I had the privilege 
of serving for a while in South Asia as a Gospel worker. During 
that time, my wife and I started dating and were married in 2017 
soon after my return to the States.   God has been working in our 
hearts to go back to the mission field and work among the Muslim 
people. In October of 2018, God allowed us to take a vision trip to 
North Africa to visit some friends. On that trip God showed us the 
enormous need for Gospel workers there. In February of 2019, we 
were accepted as career missionaries by the Global Faith Mission 
Agency and we cannot wait to join our team and be a part of what 
God is doing in North Africa! 

Chloe’s Call to Missions 
My call to missions has been somewhat of a life-long one. I was 
raised in a Christian home and got saved at the age of thirteen. In 
the summer of 2009, I went on my first missions trip with my youth 
group to Togo West Africa. It changed my life! I went on the trip 
considering missions and I come home knowing this was what 
God wanted me to do. While attending Trinity Baptist College, one 
of my professors introduced me to the International Learning 
Center (ILC) in Jacksonville, Florida.   At the ILC I started teaching 
ESL once a week to Muslim refugees. God began breaking my 
heart for the Muslim people. What had once been fear was quickly 
turned into passion to see them reached with the Gospel. In 
January of 2015, I had an opportunity to do a missions internship 
in the Middle East where God confirmed that calling. In October of 
2015, I met my husband and we were married in January of 2017.
God has burdened our hearts for the Muslim world and we are 
excited to be joining God’s mission in North Africa! 

Prayer Points 
• That God will encourage and strengthen our team members there. 
• That the eyes and hearts of the Muslim people in North Africa 

would be receptive to the Gospel. 
• For the believers that are currently being discipled by our team. 
• For ministry expansion to the villages outside of the city. 
• For our financial support to be met so we can begin our work in 

North Africa. 
• For us to learn the language quickly so we can minister more 

effectively. 



Our Story
We were married for 13 years before the earthquake in Haiti in 2010. Kevin grew up on the mission field in 
Cayes Jacmel, Haiti. Although we had given our lives to God for whatever His will for us was, up until this 
point we had not felt God calling us to go to Haiti. After Kevin finished seminary, he taught at Highlands 
Christian Academy and became the Youth Pastor at Redemption Baptist Church in Pompano Beach, 
Florida. After being there four years, we were led to move to South Carolina to plant a church. In 2006, we 
moved our family from Florida to Clover, South Carolina. The first year, we had services in a home while 
we were renovating the building that we bought in downtown Clover. We saw God provide so many times 
during those first few years. By 2010, the church had doubled in size and we had many faithful families that 
we were very thankful for.

I will never forget hearing the news of the earthquake. I remember seeing Kevin’s heart breaking for his people and right away he wanted to go 
and help them. His first trip back to Haiti was about 2 weeks after the earthquake in 2010 and he has been making several trips each year ever 
since. My first trip was in 2012 and I loved it. It brings me joy knowing that because Kevin’s parents did what God called them to do back in 
1981, they laid a foundation for what God would someday call our family to do. It is amazing to me when I meet people that Kevin’s parents led 
to the Lord, discipled, and now they are leading people to Christ. I find it fascinating when a woman brings her kids to the medical clinic and she 
tells me that when she was a little girl, she would have died if Kevin’s family didn’t help her get medicine. When I’m there, I meet so many 
people that tell me how their  lives are changed because my in-laws left the comforts of home and chose to follow God’s leading. When we 
planted Carolina Baptist Church 12 years ago, we planned to stay there forever unless God called us somewhere else. Over the past few 
years, God has been making it clear to me that this is the direction He is leading our family. Through many different circumstances, He has 
prepared me to take this step of obedience.

In December we celebrated 20 years of marriage. Over the years, we have prayed that God would guide our steps and provide for our family. 
I’ve seen Him answer these prayers over and over again. From supplying our needs for jobs through Seminary to supplying our needs of a 
salary the first few years of planting Carolina Baptist Church. And now I am excited to see how He will provide for our family as we step out in 
faith again and follow Him.
~Emelie



v Roger and Tammy Akers - Philippines
v Greg  and Mary Albert - Wales
v Joshua and Amanda Allred - Mexico
v Larry and Tammy Allred - Mexico
v Esteban and Emily Alvarez - Uruguay
v Frank and Karon Auterson - Ethiopia
v Chris and Stephanie Ballinger - Mongolia
v Ken Board - Japan
v Kirk and Kathy Bogard - Nicaragua
v Mona Bowles - Zambia
v Wayne and Jodi Brown - NE Florida
v Mike and Cindy Burgett - Japan
v Don and Regina Chitty - Navajo Indians
v Tony and Kelly Collico - Romania
v David and Jill Coltrane – Philippines
v Phil and Jessica Coolbaugh - RAN
v John and Tammy Cooley - Burkina Faso
v Thomas and Elvira Corbello – Panama
v Adam and Ayla Cottrell - Thailand
v Raymond and Ginger Crocker -

Singapore
v Jerry and Sherry Daniels - Kenya
v Russell and Sylvia Daniels – Uganda
v Daniel and Laura Duke - Peru
v Debi Duryee – Deaf Refugees
v Rey and Julia Edwards – Venezuela
v Andrew and Angie Evan – Manna 

Worldwide
v Randall and Rachel Fernandez -

Pakistan
v Tom and Regina Franklin -

Dominican  Rep.
v Adam and Melissa Gibson - Portugal
v Chris and Sonya Goodman - Australia 
v Lance and Melanie Gotcher - Philippines
v Tom and Ivy Harper - China
v Mary Herman - STEP
v Delbert and Lora Hooge - Philippines
v Bill and Vickie Hoving – England
v Blake and Megan Hunter – South Africa
v Brandon and Rachel Ivy - Philippines
v Rudy and Lorraine Johnson - Peru
v Ryan and Sarah Johnson  - England 
v Dave and Bonnie Jones - RAN
v Mike and Suzette Keller -

Prison Ministries
v Max and Jennifer Kennedy - Nicaragua
v Greg and Collene Kent – Canada
v Corey and Jessica Kershner - Taiwan
v George and Ellen King - Japan
v Jerry and Mindy Kinman - Guatemala
v Karen Kolb – Guatemala
v Ole and Renee Konnerup - Kenya
v Richard Konnerup - Kenya
v David and Tonya Liles – Peru
v Craig and Fran Lingo - Columbia
v Phil and Vala Long - Madagascar
v Brent and Amanda Longenecker -

Philippines
v Jack and Joy Loveday – Spain
v Jeremy and Karissa Lynn - Ethiopia
v Boyd and Donna Lyons – Philippines
v Jonathan and Rachelle Lyons – Spain
v Greg and Wendy Mann - Guyana
v Timothy and Jenelle McCown  - Japan
v Ben and Rachelle Metzger  - Argentina
v Beau and Valerie Moore - Portugal
v Chris and Lisa Moore - Kenya
v Chad and Stephanie Morton  - East Asia
v Jamie Newell - RAN
v Ken and Debbie Norris - Navajo Indians
v Bruce and Pam O’Neal -

Manna World Wide
v Richie and Missy Orrick - Wales
v Luke and Deana Pan - Taiwan
v Lance and Leah Patterson - Philippines
v Mark Perdue - Costa Rica
v Ramon and Annette Perez - Costa Rica
v Wade and Donna Rasmussen - Zambia
v Tarl and Adrienne Reeves - England
v Al Reichman - Chosen People
v Jonathan and Sarah Robertson -

Costa Rica
v Charles and Karla Ross - Korea
v Adolfo and April Ruesga – Mexico
v Shane and Kayti Salmon - Thailand
v Mike and Susan Sands - Vietnamese
v Erwin and Amy Santoso - New Zealand
v Rick and Fran Schuessler - Bahamas
v Eric and Amanda Shadle - Ethiopia

v Joel and Karen Silos - Mexico
v Grant and Rebecca Skelton - East Asia
v Jim and Amy Smith - Japan
v John and Joanne Spoelstra -

Netherlands
v Tim and Allison Stephens - Cambodia
v Glenn and Sarah Stockton -

Pastor’s Friend
v Eric and Erin Sumner - Kenya
v Tony and Julie Sullivan – Australia
v Mark Sutherland - Russia
v Buddy and Susan Thigpen – Russia
v Justin and Becka Trill - Thailand
v Dalton and Paulette Walker – New 

Zealand
v Lavon and Carolyn Waters - Spain
v Teresa Weaver - Albania
v Brian and Rachel Weed - Nicaragua
v Don and Phyllis Weeks - India
v Cody and Dannielle Wilbanks - Italy
v Steve and Pam Workman - Botswana
v Dwayne and Tammy Wright – Ethiopia

Home Missions and Mission Agencies

v AWANA
v Baptist Bible College
v Baptist Bible Tribune
v Christian Law Association
v Florida Baptist Bible Fellowship
v Lamp International, Inc. (David and Janet 

O’Rear)
v BBFI Missions Office
v Richard Angwin
v Way Radio
v Manna Kids
v Family Fortress Ministries

FIRST COAST BAPTIST CHURCH
Ministries and Staff



PERMANENT LIGHT
FCBC MISSIONARIES

THE SHADLE FAMILY AND
THE LYNN FAMILY

In 2017, Eric and Jeremy launched an endeavor 
entitled PERMANENT LIGHT – a project whose 
purpose is to raise money to buy land which will 
become the permanent location for the Bethel Bible 
Baptist Church and associated ministries.   To help 
explain the project details, they developed the 
attached  FAQ SHEET outlining their plan.

As their sending church, we are involved in this fund raising process with these families.  Please remember to pray for 
the Lynn Family, the Shadle Family, our sister church – Bethel Baptist – and for this extremely important project entitled 
PERMANENT LIGHT.

To help keep the vision fresh in your mind, take time to periodically watch the PERMANENT LIGHT videos at

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Hg7wVMJYBG0
https://www.dropbox.com/s/5jdaqsrxkou2q7a/Bethel.Testimonies.Abenezar.mp4?dl=0

https://www.dropbox.com/s/hg62z6fvq37xl9k/Bethel.Testimonies.Dereje.Pawlos.mp4?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/s/r1z6qd0i271br9p/Bethel.Testimonies.Feven.Beza.mp4?dl=0

(or search for “PERMANENT LIGHT PROCLAIM HOPE” on YouTube).

“A Moment to Give – A Lifetime of Hope”
FAQ

Our families have had the privilege of watching God work through Bethel Bible Baptist Church.  With this in mind, now is the 
time to begin to establish a permanent light for the Gospel in Ethiopia. We believe the next step is the purchase of land which 
will allow for long term stability in the years ahead. As we prayed about presenting this need to the body of Christ we began to
ask ourselves questions. We share them with you with the hope of encouraging you in our vision for Ethiopia.

How do you start a church planting movement that reaches a country?
• It starts with making personal relationships with Ethiopians that allow us to lead them to Jesus. Discipleship 

allows for the growth of their new faith with the purpose of making more disciples.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Hg7wVMJYBG0
https://www.dropbox.com/s/5jdaqsrxkou2q7a/Bethel.Testimonies.Abenezar.mp4?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/s/hg62z6fvq37xl9k/Bethel.Testimonies.Dereje.Pawlos.mp4?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/s/r1z6qd0i271br9p/Bethel.Testimonies.Feven.Beza.mp4?dl=0


PERMANENT LIGHT, con’t
Where do you meet with those disciples to equip them for the work of reaching their country?
There are multiple answers to this question:

• Meet in your own home.
§ The law in Ethiopia limits believers to the amount of people who can meet regularly at a place of residence. Some 

who have ignored these laws have been removed from the country.
• Rent a property.

§ With the proper government licensing, this is a better option than meeting in your own home. This is what 
our church has been doing for the past six years but there are also limitations.
o You are limited by the size of the house and land. Even with a larger home the configuration of a 

house can be limiting.
o At the end of a contract the rent normally is raised.
o At the end of a contract you may be forced to change locations.  Bethel has already rented two 

locations in six years.
o The amount spent after years of renting could have been put towards buying a property. With 

the next two years of our rent paid in full we have already spent over $60,000 in rent.
• Buy land and build.

§ This option seems to be best since it provides a place for the body of Christ to meet now and for future 
generations.

§ It provides the opportunity for Bethel to build in a way that makes best use of the space available.
o As we plan for training church planters we can have rooms that will be suitable for Sunday 

School classes  or college courses
o As we plan to provide a space for missionary teams as they come to see ministry in Ethiopia.
o As we plan to provide spaces for young men who cannot afford to live on their own. This 

answers the question of how to train church planters that can’t afford to miss work.

How much will property cost?
After researching the cost of properties in Ayat we have come to the conclusion that property will cost around $200,000.

How much will the building cost?
We are planning between $150,000 and $200,000.  However, it may be possible to break construction into phases that gradually 
add extra  floors to the building. This would allow for use of the initial building as soon as possible while continuing with
construction.

How long do you plan to take to complete this need?
Of course, it really depends on how fast God provides the funds; but we desire to complete this need in two phases over 
a period of 4 years.



PERMANENT LIGHT, con’t
• The first phase would be allowing two years to purchase the land.
• The second phase would be allowing two years to raise funds for the building.

Will you have to spend this much money every time you plant a church?
The short answer is “No”; but it really depends on where you plant the church. In the decision to plant in the area of Ayat, which is 
on the east side of Addis, we have strategically started in a place that is growing at a rapid pace. In fact, as of right now it is not 
the most expensive place to be. The closer you move toward the middle of the city the more expensive property becomes. Our 
goal is to start here allowing Bethel to become a mother church. We want Bethel to be the training ground for Ethiopians who will 
start churches all over the country. This location is an excellent staging area for future ministry in Ethiopia.

Will this property and building help missionaries today and in the future?
Yes, for missionaries today it provides them with a place to train believers and do community outreach. For future missionaries it 
will be a place where they can begin to learn as they acclimate to their new life. This approach will allow us to have a foothold in 
the country of Ethiopia to further spread the Gospel.

Why now?
God has given two families one vision to reach a country. Both of our families are from the same sending church, First Coast 
Baptist Church. We believe this unity allows for a strong partnership which is needed in a country like Ethiopia. This vision starts in 
the community where Bethel has been for the past 6 years. With the rent paid for the next two years, the church is in a unique 
position to plan, save, and act for the future.

How can I most effectively pray for Bethel and Permanent Light?
First, pray for our people at Bethel. They have already taken the first step toward this goal promising over $3,000 in May alone. 
They are asking for others to join them in their goal of advancing the Gospel. Second, pray that we will be sensitive to what
property God would want the church to purchase. We want a location that will last far into the future. We desire a place that will be 
a springboard for future Gospel advancement. Third, pray that we would be patient as we deal with the different government 
organizations that are involved in the process. Pray our hearts will desire God’s glory and to make it known above all things.

How can I help Bethel Bible Baptist Church with this need of a property?
You can consider partnering financially with them. As we planned for this moment, God gave us a clear vision of how this purchase 
for property could be met. We are praying for the following:

• Bethel will give $10,000
• The Shadle and Lynn family will give $10,000
• 20 churches will give $5000
• 40 churches will give $1000
• 80 churches will give $500

Together, this would allow us to have the $200,000 for the property. 



HOW TO PRAY FOR MISSIONARIES
Today, our prayers remain the greatest way we can support those we are sending out, invoking the very power of

God to intervene in ways that are beyond our human limitations to save the lost.

PRAY SPECIFICALLY…PRAY PERSONALLY, about:
The missionary’s own relationship to God – 2 Peter 3:18

•Pray that he/she will be abiding in Christ and feeding on God’s Word
•Pray for a deep prayer life
•Pray for him/her to be filled with the Holy Spirit; pray that they will not be depending on their own efforts
•Pray for victory over Satan

The missionary’s physical and emotional life – 2 Thessalonians 2:16-17
•Pray for good health – they live and work in difficult climates, diseases are prevalent
•Pray for safety – travel is often hazardous, whether by air, car or foot
•Pray for deliverance from depression, discouragement, loneliness
•Pray for the missionary’s financial, physical, spiritual and emotional needs to be met

The missionary’s family – Ephesians 5:21
•Pray for a strong marriage
•Pray for children – their educational needs, their safety, their health, that they would grow to love the Lord
•Pray for wisdom in parenting
•Pray for the missionary’s family at home, especially needs of elderly parents or children in college or living on their own

The missionary’s ability to communicate – 2 Timothy 4:2
•Pray for ability to learn the language and understand the culture; pray they will adapt to the culture
•Pray for effectiveness in communicating the gospel
•Pray for time and discipline to communicate with supporters and others at home

The missionary’s ministry –2 Thessalonians 3:1-3
•Pray for open doors, boldness, empowerment by the Holy Spirit
•Pray for discernment and understanding in decisions that are made
•Pray for effective use of time
•Pray for God to show the missionary where the harvest is ripe

The missionary’s interpersonal relationships – John 17:21
•Pray for the missionary’s relationship with fellow missionaries; pray for unity, grace, and understanding
•Pray for the missionary’s relationship with national workers

Communication
•Pray against Satan sowing the spirit of discord

The missionary’s country of service - Colossians 4:2-5; Psalm 2:8
•Pray for political stability and peace
•Pray for its government and leaders
•Pray for freedom to evangelize; pray for a favorable climate for the gospel
•Pray that there will not be difficulty in granting visas, work permits



GO Fund Missions is the global outreach of First Coast Baptist Church. While we are excited about the 
many ways First Coast is able to minister to our local community, we also believe the Great Commission is 
a global initiative. (Acts 1:8) Therefore, First Coast currently partners with over 100 individuals, ministries, 
churches, and agencies around the world in both prayer and monthly financial support for the purpose of 
spreading the gospel, making disciples, planting churches, and ministering to people in various tangible 
ways.

What does GO Fund cost?
In 2019, our projected monthly commitments total $14,200 per month, which gives us a yearly total of a 
little over $170,000.

Where does GO Fund money come from?
GO Fund Missions, commonly referred to as Faith Promise Missions Giving, relies on the faithful giving of 

the First Coast faith family. In obedience to the Great Commission, people give every month for the 
purpose of spreading the gospel around the world. While not everyone can give the same amount, 
certainly everyone can give something.

How can you be a part of GO Fund Missions? 
1. Simply give by cash or check in an offering envelope (located in the lobby information center) and 

designate the amount in the box marked “Missions.”
2. Or give online by going to FCBCJAX.ORG and following the Give Online instructions. 

What is it all 
about? 



Every family attending should plan to bring at least
two food dishes – international cuisine or home cooking.

Bring enough for your family AND lots of friends.

“Dress up” in your INTERNATIONAL attire.

Be ready to “taste” food from all around the world!

Please plan to have your
food dishes in the Main Gym

no later than 4:45 PM



THE
GIFT CARD

R  U          FOR  IT?
It’s so simple…you just choose your level...

EASY LEVEL
Between Sunday, October 13 and Sunday, November 3

Each family/individual brings at least ONE GC.

HARD LEVEL
Between Sunday, October 13 and Sunday, November 3

Each family/individual brings at least TWO GC.

DIFFICULT LEVEL
Between Sunday, October 13 and Sunday, November 3

Each family/individual brings at least THREE GC.

TAKE THE CHALLENGE!

R  U  UP  FOR  IT?



GIFT CARD TYPE - SUGGESTIONS

SHOPPING – RETAIL
JC Penneys
Bath and Body Works
Kohls
Wal-mart

SHOPPING - OTHER
Amazon.com
Itunes
Visa (or other major cards)
Lifeway
Barnes and Noble
Books-a-Million

GAS CARDS
Exxon
Mobile
Texaco
Shell
BP

FAST FOOD
Chick fil A
Subway
Wendy’s
Steak ‘n Shake
Dunkin’ Donuts
Captain D’s
Zaxby’s

RESTAURANTS
Olive Garden
Red Lobster
LongHorn
Chili’s
Outback
Cracker Barrel

Please turn in all gift cards to
the Welcome Center

NOTE:  These gift cards are in addition to the specific ones 
that have been assigned to Sunday School Classes.

REMEMBER...limit 
gift cards to 
national chains



We live in the top percent of the wealthiest people on the planet. We are some of the wealthiest people to ever walk the face of the earth. I’m not
saying this to make us feel guilty; I’m saying this to help us realize the grace that has been given us. We are of all people most blessed. But here’s
the danger. We are prone to disconnect God’s blessing in our lives from God’s purpose for our lives. Our hearts resonate with the idea of grace, and
for good reason. We relish sermons, songs, and books that exalt grace, but it is oftentimes a grace centered around us. And while the wonder of
grace is worthy of our attention, if it is disconnected from its purpose, the sad result is a self-centered focus rather than focusing on Christ. This
misses the purpose of God. If you ask the average Christian sitting in the pew, “What is the message of Christ?” the answer will be “God loves me.”
But that’s not Christianity. Not that it’s not true . . . but it’s incomplete. The object in that kind of thinking is me. When I make plans for my life and
career, I think about what is best for me. I choose the house to live in, the car to drive, the clothes to wear, and the way to live that’s best for me. This
version of Christianity prevails in our day, but it is incomplete. The message of Christianity is, “God loves me so that ...”. He is the end goal in all
this. Remember Ezekiel 36:22-23: “God loves us for the sake of his name among the nations.”

God possesses an unusual, extreme, and intimate passion for his people. This is the beauty of the gospel! God glorifies himself by making his
salvation known to us! God glorifies himself by saving you and me by the sacrifice of his Son on a cross. He glorifies himself by showering us with
his grace...and that grace has a goal...and that goal is his glory. I realize that the blessing of God does not center on me. Instead, the blessing of God
is intended to spread through me. God has given me the gospel for a reason, and that reason is so that all peoples might know the gospel.

“May God be gracious to us and bless us and make his face to shine upon us, that your way may be known on earth, your salvation known among 
all nations” (Psalm 67:1-2). In order for the peoples to praise God, they must know God. And when they know him for who he is, they will praise him 
for what he is worth. So God aims to be known among all people and…

“Let the nations be glad and sing for joy...”  (Psalm 67:4)  The goal of missions is the gladness of the peoples in the greatness of God. So we don’t 
just want the peoples of the world to know who God is . . . we want them to enjoy who God is.  This is what happens, isn’t it, when 
the grace and the blessing and the light of God’s face shines upon someone? The peoples rejoice! They’re glad in the greatness of God. God blesses 
his people so that he might be enjoyed by all peoples. I know of no greater joy than leading people to joy in Jesus. Does that make sense? Greater 
than all the comforts of this world is the satisfaction of seeing more and more men and women glad in God. This is worth living for! God has 
designed our hearts to be glad in giving, not in hoarding. Yet you and I in this culture find ourselves swimming in an ocean of deceit. We’re 
surrounded by lies that say, “Get, get, and get, and you’ll be happy.” But it’s not true. God loves you. And in his love, God says, “Give your life away, 
that you ... and others ... might be glad in me.” 

Psalm 67 - this prayer must be constant on our lips. This is a prayer that we must pray for our lives and our families and this church. This
purpose must captivate our lives. …the time is short, and the need is urgent. We do not have time to play games with grace. We do not have
time to sit back and soak in grace that centers on us. God has given us so much in terms of the gospel, and in terms of our lives and our resources.
He has given us everything we have as his people for one purpose: to make his glory known among all peoples. So let’s connect God’s blessing in
our lives with God’s purpose for our lives. When this purpose captivates our lives—drives our lives—then the blessing of God will follow in our lives.
God wants to be praised, known, enjoyed, and feared among the nations, and he will bless those who are aligned with what he wants. This is why
Jesus not only gives us a Great Commission, but he gives it with a promise to go with us, and to give us everything we need to accomplish it
(Matthew 28:18-20). Do we want to experience the fullness of everything God offers? Then let’s give ourselves to the purpose that God has
ordained! Let’s pray and give and go ... and as we do ... let’s expect the blessing of God to follow the purpose of God. God’s global purpose for his
praise among the peoples can’t be a sideshow in the church; it’s the central mission of the church. We have all been commissioned together,
blessed together, to do whatever it takes, to give our lives together to the spread of his praise among the peoples of the world.

- David Platt (excerpts from the “ultimate disconnect” -


